Canada Revenue Agency Consultation Meeting with the Northwestern
Ontario Prospectors Association, September 2025

On Monday, August 25, 2025, six Directors of NWOPA met with the Honourable Wayne
Long, Secretary of State responsible for the Canada Revenue Agency and financial
institutions. The Directors were Alan Aubut, Katarina Bjorkman, Percy Clark, Troy Gallik,
Mike Grant and Carl Nagy. The meeting was by invitation from Mr. Long, who is conducting
pre-budget consultations for the federal government.

A recurring comment from NWOPA was the need for Canada to restore trust of government
by Indigenous communities so as to reduce impediments to prospecting. Lack of trustis a
significant contributor to resistance to the permitting of exploration activities. Access to
land and security of tenure for mineral rights remain the greatest needs for prospectors;
without ongoing and successful prospecting, the new mines envisioned by both federal and
provincial governments will not be developed.

Among related issues, we pressed to see earlier promises fulfilled, including the provision of
safe, potable water for every community. The current government must reverse the
previous practice of over-promising and under-delivering.

We recommended that Canada and Ontario return to being direct financial supporters of
Impact and Benefit and similar agreements between miners and Indigenous communities,
especially where such participation would solidify trust. As a corollary, it was explained that
itis a firmly ingrained belief amongst Indigenous leaders—at least in Northwestern
Ontario—that for every dollar a community receives from the minerals sector, government
reduces its funding by the same amount. If true, this practice is counterproductive and
discourages transparency, potentially leading to graft.

Prospecting is a high-risk occupation with only a small chance of discovering an ore body.
To this end, both federal and provincial governments have supported flow-through funding
to encourage investment in early-stage activities. It is imperative that this support be
maintained and, ideally, improved.

We argued forcefully about the national transportation infrastructure pinch-point at
Nipigon, where the sole trans-Canada Highway (11 & 17) and the CPKC railway (formerly
CPR) cross the Nipigon River. A second major highway should be constructed from the town
of Greenstone, parallel to the CNR tracks to at least Manitoba. This is a critical national
security issue.

Unresolved land claims by Indigenous communities are crippling prospectors’ efforts to
conduct exploration activities in Northwestern Ontario. Members of this association with



mining claims and patent lands are directly affected in the Greenstone and Marathon-White
River areas. We see no resolve on the part of government to conclude these negotiations. A
resolution is needed that provides affected prospectors and companies with a path forward
and recognition of reward for their investments. Until these claims are settled and security
of tenure restored, trust remains moot.

As noted earlier, prospecting relies on access to land. If government expects mineral
development in Ontario’s far north to be a significant economic driver over extended
periods, access must be improved. Currently, communities in the far north rely on winter
roads, which are notoriously unreliable. A major infrastructure project must be undertaken
by Canada and Ontario to fund a network of all-weather roads that will improve the lives of
the people in the 20+ remote communities in the far north. Mineral deposits remain
stranded because the roads to transport them to processing facilities and tidewater do not
exist. Two such deposits are the Pakeagama lithium near Sandy Lake, Deer Lake and North
Spirit Lake First Nations, and the nickel-copper-chromium ores in the traditional lands of
Webequie and Marten Falls First Nations. One immediate step would be accelerating the
construction of the Berens River bridge at the top of the Nungesser Road, north of Red Lake.

A final point concerned the carbon tax, which has functioned as a direct penalty on the
resource industries of Northwestern Ontario. Its removal immediately reduced costs across
key sectors, helping restore competitiveness and investor confidence. Reimposing this tax
would again impose a disproportionate burden on the region, inflating operating costs for
equipment and facilities, raising refining costs, and increasing shipping expenses. These
added costs compel operators to mine only the highest-grade material, leaving lower-grade
but still valuable ore in the ground. The result would be diminished long-term resource
recovery, lost economic potential, and weakened competitiveness.

We were asked about energy issues. We noted that Northwestern Ontario is largely
powered by hydroelectric generation. The exception is mainly remote First Nations
communities, and this is being rectified by the Wataynikaneyap Power project, which is
bringing grid power to many of them. At least one director expressed support for small
modular nuclear reactors where grid power might prove impractical.



