
DRAFT MINUTES 

NWOPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 12:15 p.m. 

Scandia Room, Valhalla Inn, Thunder Bay, Ontario 

 
Meeting Chair: Bob Chataway  

   
1. Official Opening of the Meeting (B. Chataway) 

 

Bob Chataway officially opened the Annual General Meeting of NWOPA at 12:24 

p.m.  Approximately 30-40 members were present. 

 

2. Approval of the April 4, 2017 Agenda (B. Chataway) 
 

Jessica Bjorkman made a motion to approve the agenda of the April 4, 2017 NWOPA 

AGM.  Steven Flank seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

 
3. Approval of April 5, 2016 AGM Minutes (B. Chataway) 

 
Jessica Bjorkman made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2016 

NWOPA AGM.  Dave Hunt seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously 

carried.  

 

4. President’s Report (B. Chataway) 
 

Bob Chataway, President, NWOPA welcomed the membership to the symposium and 

discussed the following on the attached report. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report (P. Nielsen) 
 

The Northwestern Ontario Prospectors Association was incorporated as an Ontario 

Non- Profit Corporation in December 1989.  We are an all-volunteer organization 

with 10 board members.  We employ a simple accounting system with all payments 

made by cheque with the exception of a few fixed costs like TBaytel (Internet and 

Web Account) which are paid online.  We do not accept credit card or debit card 

payments (credit card payments are handled by OPA).  Our fiscal year runs from 

January 1 to December 31.  Our revenue comes from membership fees, donations and 

a 40% share of the profits from the annual symposium; the remaining 60% goes to the 

OPA.  Our contract with OPA expires in 2017; future funding from the symposium is 

uncertain.  Our GICs mature in April and will fund NWOPA into the future if funding 

shortfalls occur; intend to withdraw $5,000 from one GIC to put into the current 

account upon maturity later this month.  The Mining Day balance is included in the 

NWOPA accounts. 
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The 2016 fiscal year is summarized below: 

 

BANK BALANCE Jan. 1, 2016  $ 8,383.63 

 

Account Balance Dec. 31, 2015     $ 8,383.63 

Total Credits    $13,919.95 

Total Debits    $14,775.77 

 

Account Balance Dec. 31, 2016  $ 7,527.81 

 

1 year cashable GIC - 01   $25,783.90 

1 year cashable GIC - 02   $25,783.90 

(Mature April 2017) 

 

Total NWOPA Holdings Dec. 31, 2016 $59,095.61 

 

Mining Day Balance   $ 3,604.85 

NWOPA Balance    $ 3,922.96 

 

Ben Kuzmich made a motion that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  Dave Hunt 

seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

 

6. Elections of 5 Directors for 2017-2019 term & 1 Director for 2017-

2018 (B. Chataway): 
 

The four remaining directors for the 2016-2018 term are Bob Chataway, Steven 

Flank, Dave Hunt and Shannon Zurevinski.  Due to a director leaving prior to 

completion of their 2016-2018 term, a vacancy is now open for a one-year term 

(2017-2018).  Five directors will be elected for a two-year term (2017-2019). 

    
 Election of 5 Directors for a two-year term (2017-2019) 

 
Four nominated candidates listed on the NWOPA ballot are: 

Jessica Bjorkman 

Mike Grant 

Cyndee Komar 

Paul Nielsen 

 

Bob Chataway asked for further nominations to add to the above slate of nominated 

candidates.  Paul Nielsen nominated Pam Coles and Cyndee Komar seconded the 

nomination.  As no other nominations were received from the floor, the five 

candidates listed above were acclaimed for a two-year term. 
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 Election of 1 Director for a one-year term (2017-2018) 
 

One nominated candidate listed on the NWOPA ballot is: 

Allan Onchulenko 

 
Bob Chataway asked for further nominations to add to the one nomination above.  As 

no other nominations were received from the floor, the one candidate listed above 

was acclaimed for a one-year term. 

 

The 2017-2018 NWOPA Board of Directors is: 

 

Bob Chataway   Jessica Bjorkman 

Steven Flank   Mike Grant 

Dave Hunt    Cyndee Komar 

Shannon Zurevinski  Paul Nielsen 

Allan Onchulenko   Pam Coles 

 

The officers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary) will be chosen by a 

vote at the first official board meeting (April 7, 2017).   

 

7. Adjournment (B. Chataway) 
 

Mike Grant made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:38 p.m.  



AGM President’s Report for 2016 (April 4, 2017) 
 

Welcome to the Annual General Meeting for the Northwestern Ontario Prospectors Association.  

 

The past year seems to be the slow start to a positive change in our industry. It has been a long, hard 

struggle but we are survivors.  Plan ahead as we are sure to live through another downturn as it is the nature 

of the exploration cycle.  

 

Your NWOPA Board of Directors has been busy on your behalf on many fronts. During the past year they 

have worked hard on fine tuning the regulations of the New Mining Act. They have made presentations and 

advocated on your behalf during many stakeholder meetings between government and industry. I applaud 

their tenacity and thank them for their tireless efforts. I think we are in the final run to the finish line on the 

New Act. 

 

Some of the other annual activities the Board participates in are the following: 

 

Attended the Trapper’s Festival in Thunder Bay (8
th

 year); 

 

Supported the Thunder Bay Science Fair as a sponsor and by assisted in the judging; 

 

 Assisted in the presentation of this Symposium; 

 

Held General Membership meetings to discuss and inform our membership about the New Mining 

Act; 

 

 Publish the Claim Post newsletter in the Spring and Fall; 

 

NWOPA, local mining-related associations and mining companies hosted the Fourth Annual Thunder Bay 

Mining Day at Marina Park. Thank you to all the volunteers and the 40 local exhibitors for another 

successful event. Planning is well underway for the 5th Annual Festival on June 3
th

. I hope to see you and 

your neighbour’s families out for the day; 

 

Several Board members provided resources and made presentations at a multi-day Prospecting Course in 

conjunction with the MNDM and OPA;  

 

The Directors meet monthly except for July and August to carry out the business of the Association; several 

Directors also serve as Directors on the OPA Board; and we are usually represented at various Chamber of 

Commerce and other mining related meetings held locally; 

 

The Board monitors activities of the local LCC committees, and 

 

At the end of the year we host our Annual Christmas Party which continues to be a success with the help of 

our strong sponsorship base. 

 

For keeping up to date with all our activities and upcoming events please frequent our website where you 

will also find the current issue of the Claim Post.   

 

In closing I would like to thank the NWOPA Executive, Vice President, Steve Flank, Secretary, Cyndee 

Komar, and Treasurer, Paul Nielsen and the Directors for all their hard work and dedication to NWOPA. 

 

  

Bob Chataway 

President, NWOPA 


