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President’s Message 

 

Welcome to the 2020 Spring Edition of the NWOPA Claim Post! 

I wish to extend on behalf of the Executive & Board of Directors of NWOPA, 
our sincere condolences to all the families of COVID-19 victims around the 
world and to the families, friends and people of Canada that are in mourning, 
shock and disbelief by the tragedy that unfolded in Nova Scotia recently.   
 
Spring has arrived in Thunder Bay and heralds the coming field season for our 
dedicated prospectors. As we grapple with this pandemic, the suspension of 
operations at mines and other businesses, curtailing or postponement of many 
exploration programs, cancellation of activities including the OPA's Exploration 
Showcase, Thunder Bay's Mining Day, ILSG and GAC-MAC, new dates are being 
planned. Pam Coles provided a new date for Mining Day on Saturday, June 19, 
2021 (see page 18). The best we can do is invite you, on June 20, 2020 (the day 
planned for the cancelled celebration), to take a few moments to visit the 
Mining Day website and relive last year's wonderful event, when more than 
2500 people came out to meet our community and enjoy the perfect summer 
weather. The photo gallery is at http://www.thunderbayminingday.com/2019-
photo-gallery.html 
 
NWOPA Board has postponed its Annual General Meeting and therefore 
elections will be deferred to a later date. NWOPA Board will do its due 

diligence in keeping the membership informed.  
 
Thank you to the NWOPA Awards Committee who have recognized the 
excellent work of Frontier Lithium Inc. as the recipient of the 2019 Bernie 
Schnieders Discovery of the Year Award for their discovery of the Spark 
Pegmatite.  Congratulations to Trevor Walker and his staff, board members 
and shareholders. The Awards Committee will announce the recipients of the 
Dan Calvert Distinguished Service Award and Dave Christianson Lifetime 
Achievement Award at a later date, in a banquet setting.    

http://www.nwopa.net/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thunderbayminingday.com%2F2019-photo-gallery.html&data=02%7C01%7Cdorothy.campbell%40ontario.ca%7C48f3c96b949c4ef7d19008d7e638818f%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C637231002676931252&sdata=sf8O29SiWtdRuHVbRKjyOOjG1%2FwYjHsIafxBcOodJBo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thunderbayminingday.com%2F2019-photo-gallery.html&data=02%7C01%7Cdorothy.campbell%40ontario.ca%7C48f3c96b949c4ef7d19008d7e638818f%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C637231002676931252&sdata=sf8O29SiWtdRuHVbRKjyOOjG1%2FwYjHsIafxBcOodJBo%3D&reserved=0
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…President’s Message continued  
 
We are very proud to celebrate with Rudy Wahl, Vice-President of NWOPA, who 
received the Bill Dennis Award from the Prospectors and Developers Association 
of Canada (PDAC) on March 3, 2020. This award "honours an individual or team of 
explorationists who have accomplished one or both of the following: made a 
significant mineral discovery; made an important contribution to the prospecting 
and/or exploration industry". The specific citation for Rudy recognizes "his 
enduring perseverance as a prospector and for the discovery of several precious 
metal, diamond and rare earth occurrences in northwestern Ontario". This is the 
latest of a series of awards given to Rudy over the past several years and may be 
almost as close to his heart as the Honorary Doctorate he received from Lakehead 
University in 2017. The full citation and a brief video of Rudy are available from 
the PDAC at https://www.pdac.ca/about-pdac/awards/2020-award-
recipients/2020-bill-dennis-award  
 

Our sincerest congratulations to Dr. Wahl! 
 

 
 
 

https://www.pdac.ca/about-pdac/awards/2020-award-recipients/2020-bill-dennis-award
https://www.pdac.ca/about-pdac/awards/2020-award-recipients/2020-bill-dennis-award
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…President’s Message continued  
I want to extend a personal note of thanks to Newmont Corporation and to New 
Gold Inc. for their efforts to curtail the spread of the corona virus into particularly 
vulnerable populations. In Newmont's case, the potential to introduce the virus 
into remote First Nation communities was great, given the relatively high rates of 
employment of First Nations' members at Musselwhite and Éléonore. New Gold, 
which also has a high rate of First Nation members working on-site, announced 
the closure of their operation in Richardson township for two weeks in recognition 
of this and the fact that many of their staff often cross the border into the United 
States, which could bring an additional set of complications. The companies' 
decisions are most commendable. 
 
Issues and concerns have been brought forward and it seems "bureaucracy is not 
always the prospector's friend front" as some of our members are facing 
difficulties in filing assessment work to hold their mining claims in Ontario. We will 
be advocating for all prospectors to the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development 
and Mines (MENDM) for allowable expenditures for use of personal equipment 
(ATVs, water pumps, hoses, backhoes). Requiring rentals to claim an assessment 
expense is forcing claim holders to run up greater expenditures which is an 
unnecessary impediment to prospectors who are working with extremely limited 
budgets. Additionally, there are concerns with staking one-unit cells on a known 
Mineral Deposit Inventory site. Prior to map staking, this would incur a very 
substantial cost…but now, not so much. It has been suggested that this practice 
can effectively sterilize prospective ground, which is in the interests of very few.  

 
On a brighter note, it is the commendable decision by MENDM to provide at, no 
cost, an exclusion order for any claims with work due before December 31, 2020. 
You will need to request the exclusion; there are full details on page 16. 
 
Lastly, when pulling up the information on Rudy's award from the PDAC website, I 
found reminders of past, happy events on the lives of some of our members. It 
was a delight to replay video celebrations of Peter Moses, winner of the Skookum 
Jim Award in 2017 and of the Bjorkman family, recipients of a Special 
Achievement Award in 2016.  
 
On behalf of the Executive & Board of Directors of NWOPA , have a productive 
summer of exploration and, given a little luck to go with your hard work, find the 
next discovery of the year. 
 
In the meantime, the more we stay apart the sooner we will be together! 
Mike Grant, President, NWOPA 



 Stay Home * Crush the Curve * Stay Healthy & Safe  
 

4  

 

Spring 2020  

Board of Directors 
 

http://www.nwopa.net/board-
of-directors.html 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2019 – 2020 Board of Directors 
 

Paul Nielsen, Cyndee Komar, Dorothy Campbell, Shannon Zurevinski, Dan Lafontaine, Pam 

Coles, Jessica Bjorkman (Past President), Breanne Beh, Rudy Wahl, Mike Grant (Missing: 

Ruth Huber). 

 
 

1Mike Grant President 

2Rudy Wahl Vice-President 

1Paul Nielsen Treasurer 

1Cyndee Komar Secretary 

2Dorothy Campbell Director 

2Breanne Beh Director 

2Daniel Lafontaine Director 

2Shannon Zurevinski Director 

1Ruth Huber Director 

1Pam Coles Director 

1 – 1st year of a 2-year term 2 – 2nd year of a 2-year term 
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Spring 2020  

Retirement 
Party 

  
 

Peter Hinz, Mark O'Brien and Mark Smyk Retired 

 

On Friday, November 29, 2019, a retirement party was held for Peter Hinz, Mark 
O'Brien and Mark Smyk in the Michelangelo Room of the Da Vinci Centre in Thunder 
Bay. The retirees were joined by numerous colleagues, friends, family and members of 
the prospecting, exploration & mining community. Of note was the large number of 
people from out of town who made the special trip to attend the well-deserved 
celebration. It was a fun-filled evening with heartfelt speeches delivered by family and 
friends with entertainment followed by Mark Smyk and his bandmates. 

Mark, Peter and Mark have been dedicated employees of the Ministry of Energy, 
Northern Development and Mines (formerly MNDM) for 30+ years each and have given 
invaluable assistance to prospectors, exploration & mining companies, the academic 
community and the general public.  

NWOPA would like to thank these fine fellows for their dedicated service assisting our 
past & present members and we sincerely wish them well in their future pursuits.  
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Spring 2020  

2019 Christmas 
Party 

 

 

Appreciation & Thanks are given to NWOPA’s 2019 
Christmas Party Sponsors!  

 
Abitibi Geophysics 

Absolute Serenity 

Activation Laboratories 

Adele Faubert 

ALS Geochemistry Thunder Bay 

Bayside Geoscience Inc. 

Benton Resources Inc. 

Bjorkman Prospecting 

Brent Park Store 

Chaltrek Geological Supplies Inc. 

Garden Lake Timber 

Generation PGM Inc. 

Hair Fever Salon 

Half-Way Motors Power Sports 

Heli Explore Inc. 

Huber Transport 

KBM Outdoors 

Geology Dept.-Lakehead University 

Landore Resources Canada Inc. 

Maier Hardware 

Metals Creek Resources Corp. 

Plato Gold Corp. 

Premier Gold Mines 

Probe Metals Inc. 

Rimini Exploration & Consulting Ltd. 

SGS Canada Inc. 

Sling-Choker Mfg. (Thunder Bay) Ltd. 

Stares Contracting 

Tashota Resources 

Voyageur Bait & Tackle 

Wahl’s Prospecting 

White Metal Resources 

Wolfden Resources Corporation 

 
 

 

At NWOPA’s January board meeting, it was decided to join forces with CIM and invite WIM to host 
one great party!   WIM/CIM/NWOPA’s new Christmas event has been booked at the Barrel House 
of the Sleeping Giant Brewery for Friday, December 4, 2020.  Details for this event will be sent out 
to the memberships in the fall. 

 

NWOPA once again hosted its annual Christmas Party 
on Friday, December 6, 2019 at the Da Vinci Centre in 
Thunder Bay with music provided by Maverick 
Entertainment.  A charity draw was held with $375 
raised and funds were dispersed to the following:  the 
Humane Society (donation made in memory of 
prospector Bob McKellar); Gift Cards for Paws for 
Love, Northern Lights Rescue & Northern Reach 
Rescue; and a Gift Card for Maverick Entertainment 
for Andre & his family. 
 
Even though the dinner prepared by the Da Vinci was 
excellent and there were many great prizes from our 
generous sponsors, the continuous dwindling of 
attendance has forced us to rethink and revamp our 
Christmas event.   
 
We wish to sincerely thank the support of our 
generous sponsors. Donations have sponsored prizes, 
our DJ “Maverick Entertainment”, the tea & coffee 
service later in the evening, and other expenses 
incurred for the event.  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=h3wfvSpY&id=C1674B2FF5C232563810306A4B48DBFBCEA79EBB&thid=OIP.h3wfvSpYy3aWLtCTrgxLCAHaKe&mediaurl=http://www.freelargeimages.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Christmas_tree-17.png&exph=1413&expw=999&q=christmas+tree&simid=608003424073483881&selectedIndex=48
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 Spring 2020  

2020 NW 
Trappers 

Convention 

 

 

2020 Annual NW Trappers Convention  

Thunder Bay  

 

NWOPA together with the Thunder Bay Geology & Lapidary 
Club participated in the NW Trappers Convention held on 
March 6 & 7 in the Coliseum Building at the Canadian 
Lakehead Exhibition in Thunder Bay.  
 
This event was held prior to the advisement of the 
widespread outbreak of the COVID-19 virus. As always, the 
convention promotes education, awareness and 
management practices of the fur industry and was attended 
by trappers, hunters, fishermen, and other outdoor 
enthusiasts from the local area as well as northwestern 
Ontario.  
 
There are a variety of displays, demonstrations, and raffles. Friday was a quieter day, but 
Saturday proved to be busier at our booth where inquiries were received about local mining 
and exploration. The rock & mineral samples displayed at the NWOPA and Lapidary Society 
booths continuously draw interest and questions from convention attendees. NWOPA was 
once again proud to participate with the Thunder Bay Geology & Lapidary Club at this year’s 
event and looks forward to future participation together at next year’s NW Trappers 
Convention.  
 

 
 

 

Cyndee Komar, Secretary, NWOPA  
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Bernie 
Schnieders  

Discovery  

of the  

Year  

Award 

Winner 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NWOPA Awards Announcement 

The Northwestern Ontario Prospectors Association (NWOPA) is pleased to announce the  
2019 Bernie Schnieders Discovery of the Year Award 

 

Spark Pegmatite (PAK Lithium Project)–Frontier Lithium Inc. 

  
In early 2020, Frontier released an initial resource estimate for the Spark Pegmatite less than 

14 months after the initial discovery (Frontier Lithium Inc., news release, February 4, 2020). 
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Northwestern 
Ontario 

Prospectors 
Association 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos courtesy of 

John Scott 

Since 2001 NWOPA has presented awards recognizing lifetime achievements, mineral 
discoveries and mine developments. Lifetime achievement is based upon cumulative work, 
discoveries and contributions to the prospecting, exploration and mining community of 
Northwestern Ontario. The Bernie Schnieders Discovery of the Year Award recognizes an 
exceptional discovery in Northwestern Ontario during the previous calendar year with the 
Developer of the Year Award recognizing an outstanding mineral development during the 
previous calendar year. In 2010 NWOPA added the Dan Calvert Distinguished Service Award 
to acknowledge exceptional service to the mineral exploration community. The award was 
named in honour of Dan Calvert and in 2016 NWOPA renamed the Lifetime Achievement 
Award in honour of Dave Christianson; both of these gentlemen were long-time prospectors 
and supporters of mineral exploration in Northwestern Ontario. 
 

 

 
 

Dave Christianson 

Dan Calvert & Bernie Schnieders  
 
As this year’s awards banquet was cancelled, NWOPA has deferred the 2019 awards for 
Lifetime Achievement and Distinguished Service until recipients can be honoured in a banquet 
setting at a later date. Developer of the year will not be awarded for 2019. 
 
NWOPA wishes to acknowledge and give thanks to the NWOPA Awards Committee for 
announcing the Bernie Schnieders Discovery of the Year Award. Thanks are given to Rob 
Cundari, Tim Twomey and Ruth Huber.  We look forward to honouring and celebrating with all 
the award recipients in the near future! 
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Spring 2020  

Bernie Schnieders 
Memorial Award 

 

 
 

 

 

Bernie Schnieders Memorial Award 

 

 

2020 Bernie Schnieders Graduate Award 
 
Family, friends and colleagues created the Bernie Schnieders Memorial Award in 
the loving memory of Bernie. The LU Geology Department would like to thank all of 
those who contributed to the fund for their generous support. 
 
This year the award was shared by two graduate students: Andrew Jedemann and 
Justin Jonsson. Andrew and Justin are both supervised by Dr. Pete Hollings. A 
summary of their research projects can be found below.  
 

Congratulations Justin! 
 
 

 
The focus of my project is to investigate 
the processes that resulted in the 
formation of PGE-Ni-Cu deposits in the 
southern Offset Zone of the Lac des Iles 
mine near Thunder Bay. In this part of the 
mine, metal enrichment is associated with 
changes in rock type and texture, which is 
markedly different from the chlorite-
actinolite-schist-hosted deposits that 
comprise the main Roby/Offset Zones (and 
the vast majority of past 
production/reserves).  A secondary goal is 
to provide new insight into the magma 
source and tectonic setting of the Lac des 
Iles intrusive complex as a whole. Research 
will be centred around mineral chemistry, 
isotope analysis, whole rock geochemistry, 
and petrography. 

 
Justin Jonsson, 2020 Bernie Schnieders Award Recipient 
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Bernie Schnieders 
Memorial Award 

 

 
 

 

 

Bernie Schnieders Memorial Award 

 

 
Congratulations Andrew! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Geochemistry and Alteration of the 
Pemberton Hills Green Rock Environment, 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, 
Canada 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                           
                                                                        Andrew Jedemann, 2020 Bernie Schnieders Award Recipient 
 
The Pemberton Hills property is located approximately 20 km southwest of Port Hardy on Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia, Canada. The property is part of a northwest-trending belt of porphyry and 
epithermal deposits and prospects, including the Island Copper mine 15 km to the southeast. As is 
the case for Pemberton Hills and many other porphyry systems, the size and complexity of the green 
rock environment (also referred to as propylitic alteration) creates challenges for exploration 
companies to quickly and efficiently delineate towards mineralization over such a broad area. 
Recent studies have demonstrated that trace element ratios of porphyry-related green rock 
alteration minerals determined by LA-ICP-MS analysis can act as indicators of the overall fertility 
(size and mineralizing potential) of the porphyry system, and as vectors (how far) towards an 
orebody at depth. Despite its close proximity, the Pemberton Hills property is comparatively 
understudied relative to the other nearby porphyry systems and as such provides an exceptional 
opportunity to apply and test green rock LA-ICP-MS methods to determine the fertility signatures 
and vectors towards potential mineralization at the property. Additional work including detailed 
petrography, whole rock geochemistry, as well as radiogenic and stable isotopes have also been 
applied to this study in order to effectively characterize the porphyry environment at Pemberton 
Hills. 
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Lakehead University  
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Lakehead University  
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Spring 2020  

Land-Use Issues 

and 

Opportunities 

in the 

Northwest 
 

 

Land-Use Issues and Opportunities in the Northwest 

The NWOPA mailbox has recently been filled with notices from Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) telling us that the Annual Work 
Schedules from forest managers are now in effect for 2020 into 2021. These 
are the most immediate indicators of what each forest manager is planning to 
undertake and hoping to complete by March 31, 2021, including: road 
construction, maintenance and decommissioning; forestry aggregate pits; 
harvesting; and regeneration (site preparation, planting and tending). You can 
get a full picture of possible benefits to and pressures on your exploration 
activities by talking with the the MNRF forester and, perhaps more 
importantly, the company's operations staff responsible for forestry where 
your claims are located. In my limited experience, the forest managers are 
usually pleased to talk with other land users—to meet their neighbors and to 
prevent possible conflict. 
 
You can get a good approximation of which forest management unit 
encompasses your mining claims by visiting the land-use page on the NWOPA 
website. A quick reminder, MNRF has amalgamated some of its forest units, 
specifically: Pic River (965) and Big Pic (67) forests into the Pic Forest (966); 
Crossroute (405) and Sapawe (853) forests into the Boundary Waters Forest 
(406). These changes are not yet reflected in the map and table on the 
website; I am hopeful that this can be remedied when business with the 
MENDM office in Thunder Bay returns to a more regular state. 
 
Also, we believe that we have found a mineral sector representative for the 
Local Citizens Committee (LCC) for the Armstrong Forest. At the NW Trappers 
Convention meeting in March, Cyndee, Paul and I met Basil & Ella Arney from 
Armstrong; we discussed their interests, history and availability and were 
pleased to learn that Ella holds a lifetime prospector's licence. As a result, we 
supported Ella's nomination to the LCC and are waiting for their next meeting 
to learn if she has been accepted. If you know anyone who has the inclination 
to support the prospecting community by representing the minerals sector on 
the LCC, please encourage them; they can reach me with any questions 
through the NWOPA website or at lcc.lakeheadforest@gmail.com  

 

Mike Grant, President, NWOPA  

 

 

 

mailto:lcc.lakeheadforest@gmail.com
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Exclusions 

of Time 
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Due to 

COVID-19 

  

 

 

 

MLAS Update   

 

https://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/news/mines-and-minerals/mlas-update-april-17-
2020#simple-table-of-contents-1 

https://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/news/mines-and-minerals/mlas-update-april-17-2020#simple-table-of-contents-1
https://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/news/mines-and-minerals/mlas-update-april-17-2020#simple-table-of-contents-1
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Resident  

Geologist  

Program 

Publications 

 

 

Publications Release Notice — April 28, 2020 

The following publications are being released on April 28, 2020, at 

10:00 a.m. Eastern Time, or 9:00 a.m. Central Time, unless otherwise 

indicated.  http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/news/mines-and-

minerals/publications-release-notice-april-28-2020 

Resident Geologist Program 

For additional information, do not hesitate to contact Resident 
Geologist staff by email or telephone 

Open File Report 6363 

Report of Activities 2019, Resident Geologist Program, Red Lake Regional 

Resident Geologist Report: Red Lake and Kenora Districts; by W.P.E. Paterson, 

C. Ravnaas, S.O. Lewis, G.F. Paju, C.M. Daniels and T.K. Pettigrew, 112p.  

Open File Report 6364 

Report of Activities 2019, Resident Geologist Program, Thunder Bay North 

Regional Resident Geologist Report: Thunder Bay North District; by 

R.M. Cundari, G.F. Paju, M. Dorado-Troughton, C.M. Daniels, S.P. Fudge, 

T.K. Pettigrew and G. Dorland. 

Open File Report 6365 

Report of Activities 2019, Resident Geologist Program, Thunder Bay South 

Regional Resident Geologist Report: Thunder Bay South District; by 

M.A. Puumala, D.A. Campbell, G.F. Paju, C.M. Daniels, S.P. Fudge, 

T.K. Pettigrew and M. Dorado-Troughton, 105p.  

Open File Report 6366 

Report of Activities 2019, Resident Geologist Program, Timmins Regional 

Resident Geologist Report: Timmins and Sault Ste. Marie Districts; by 

E.H. van Hees, P. Bousquet, J. Suma-Momoh, C.M. Daniels, S.L.K. Hinz, 

C. Boucher, P. Sword, L. Wang, S.P. Fudge, A. Millette and C. Patterson, 160p.  

Open File Report 6367 

Report of Activities 2019, Resident Geologist Program, Kirkland Lake Regional 

Resident Geologist Report: Kirkland Lake and Sudbury Districts; by 

P.J. Chadwick, A.S. Péloquin, J. Suma-Momoh, C.M. Daniels, S.L.K. Hinz, 

C.A. Kennedy, L. Streit and R.M. Todd. 

Open File Report 6368 

Report of Activities 2019, Resident Geologist Program, Southern Ontario 

Regional Resident Geologist Report: Southeastern and Southwestern Ontario 

Districts and Petroleum Operations; by P.S. LeBaron, N. Sabiri, D.A. Laidlaw, 

S.L.K. Hinz and L. Fortner, 72p.  

http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/news/mines-and-minerals/publications-release-notice-april-28-2020
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/news/mines-and-minerals/publications-release-notice-april-28-2020
http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmaccess/mndm_dir.asp?type=pub&id=OFR6363
http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmaccess/mndm_dir.asp?type=pub&id=OFR6364
http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmaccess/mndm_dir.asp?type=pub&id=OFR6365
http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmaccess/mndm_dir.asp?type=pub&id=OFR6366
http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmaccess/mndm_dir.asp?type=pub&id=OFR6367
http://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndmaccess/mndm_dir.asp?type=pub&id=OFR6368
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Spring 2020  

Thunder Bay 
Mining Day 

June 19, 2021 
Marina Park  

10:00am - 4:00pm 

FREE  

 

  

 

 

 

Mining Day in Thunder Bay Announcement 

The Northwestern Ontario Prospectors Association (NWOPA) along with fellow organizations have 

regretfully made the decision to cancel “Mining Day in Thunder Bay”, which would have been on 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 at Marina Park. Since that decision the City of Thunder Bay has also cancelled 

events at Marina Park during this time.   

We have booked our Mining Day event for 2021, which will take place on June 19, 2021 at Marina 

Park. We hope that we can count on the continued support and participation from the mining 

community at this time.   

About Mining Day  

In 2013, Bob Chataway (former NWOPA President) accompanied by a dedicated Mining Day 

Committee started “Mining Day in Thunder Bay”. With the continued support and assistance of the 

Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy & Petrology (CIM) Thunder Bay Branch, Women in Mining 

(WIM) Northwestern Ontario, the Community Economic Development Corporation (CEDC), the 

Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines (MENDM) along with academia, government, 

the mining, exploration and supply & service industries, the event now showcases over 30 exhibitors 

and attracts over 2000 people! Also, this successful event would not be possible without the continued 

and tireless efforts of the many Mining Day volunteers.   

The festival takes place at Prince Arthur’s Landing in Marina Park on Thunder Bay’s Waterfront. 

The event runs from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., rain or shine, and is free to all attendees. The festival 

features exhibitors, displays, speakers and activities all geared toward families and kids having fun 

while learning about the mining and exploration industries working in the Thunder Bay area and across 

Northwestern Ontario.  

Exhibitors will represent all phases of the mining industry including service companies, geophysical 

contractors, drilling companies, assay labs, mining companies and educational groups. There will be 

interactive games and displays to educate children about the various stages of mineral exploration and 

mining, as well as giveaways and prize draws!  

There is a BBQ tent present, hosted by Women in Mining – Northwestern Ontario (WIM-NWO) that 

serves smokies, hot dogs and hamburgers! All proceeds from the BBQ will be put towards the 

Northwestern Ontario Mining Scholarship, that started with the WIM-NWO group in 2018 and is 

sponsored by several industry companies, such as Impala Canada, Sandvik, and Workforce. The 

scholarship will help to support a student who is pursuing a career in the mining industry.  

If you are interested in sponsoring or participating in this event, please contact Mining Day Co-Chair 

Pam Coles at tbminingday@gmail.com 

To learn more about this FREE Event, please visit our website 

http://www.thunderbayminingday.com 

Pam Coles, Co-Chair, Thunder Bay Mining Day Committee 
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Tribute to the Prospector by Matt Stewardson E 31747 
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NWOPA Membership Application  

 

 

 


