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NWOPA BOARD ACCLAIMED AT THE APRIL 2008 AGM 
 
The membership of the Northwestern Ontario Prospectors Association is fortunate to 
have the same board of directors as last year returning to volunteer their time to make 
prospecting better in our region. They represent a wide range of skills, talents and 
interests and are very attentive to the issues that affect our business.                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2008-09 Committees Members 
Benevolent B. D’Silva/B. Chataway 
Communications (Newsletter) J. Halet (editor)/C. Komar (distrib.) 
Education & Events B. D’Silva/B. Chataway 
Elections TBD 
First Nations Issues B. D’Silva/K. Bjorkman/J. Riives 
General Meetings Dates/chairs to be determined 
Land Use J. Halet/K. Bjorkman 
Minister Mining Act Advisory B. D’Silva 
MNR NW Reg. Advisory J. Halet 
Ontario Prospectors Assoc. J. Halet/D. Hunt 
Policies & Procedures Board 
Sub-Symposium J. Halet/B. D’Silva/K. Bjorkman 
Website Geoff Clark 

Back Row:  Joe Riives, Steve Kissin, Barb D’Silva, Karl Bjorkman, Bob 
Chataway, Dave Hunt (Vice President) 

Front Row:  Cyndee Komar (Secretary), John Halet (President), Paul Nielsen 
(Treasurer) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We kicked off this year’s symposium on Monday evening with another 
successful workshop. More that 50 prospectors attended the “Alteration 
Affects in the Proximity of a Mineral Occurrence” three-hour session at the 
Valhalla Inn. Many thanks to the volunteer instructors for their excellent 
assistance: 

Dr. Mary Louise Hill 
Dr. Steve Kissin 

Mark Smyk 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We were pleased to have some 
professional geologists attend our 
workshop and give their expert 
guidance to prospectors learning 
about alteration.  
Dr. Jim Franklin, Abraham Drost 
and instructor Dr. Mary Louise Hill 
all helped us with this year’s course. 



Registration reached an all time high with over 450 participants. Susan, 
Alvina, Paul and Neddie did a great job dealing with the Monday morning 
registration rush while Dave Christianson gave a very informative talk on 
Lyme Disease in the Speaker’s Hall. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 



There was a good range of speakers and exhibitors this year. The junior 
mining companies, prospectors and service companies were well represented 
as well as MNDM, MNR, DFO and the Ministry of Labour. The Investors 
Forum held on Tuesday evening was open to the public and was very well 
attended. The Awards Luncheon, held on Wednesday, is always a popular 
event and as usual was sold out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BERNIE SCHNIEDERS DISCOVERY OF THE YEAR AWARD 2007 
 
Gold Eagle Mines Ltd. (The Bruce Channel Gold Deposit) 
Kodiak Exploration Ltd. (The Hercules Gold Project) 
 
DEVELOPER OF THE YEAR AWARD 2007 
 
Canadian Arrow Mines Ltd. (The Kenbridge Nickel-Copper Project)  
 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 2007 
 
Ray Cousineau 
Louis Cousineau 
Bill Miron 
John Ternowesky 
Carter Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2008 Symposium Sponsors 
 
NWOPA would like to thank the following sponsors for their generous donations: 

 
CORPORATE: 

Accurassay Laboratories 
Bayfield Ventures Corp. 
Boart Longyear Canada 

Chibougamau Diamond Drilling Ltd. 
Cypress Development Corp. 

De Beers Canada Inc. 
Goldcorp Red Lake Gold Mines 

NOHFC 
Northstar Drilling 

Nuinsco Resources Limited/Victory 
Nickel Inc. 

Rainy River Resources Ltd. 
RJK Exploration Ltd./ 
GLR Resources Inc. 

Rubicon Minerals Corp. 
Temex Resources Corp. 

Vale Exploration Canada 
Wasaya Group of Companies 

 
INVESTORS FORUM: 
Kodiak Exploration Limited 

N.W. Rayner & Associates Inc. 
 

AWARDS: 
Marathon PGM Corporation 
Skybridge Development Corp. 

Thunder Bay Community Economic 
Development Commission (CEDC) 

 
COFFEE BREAK: 
Benton Resources Corp. 

Chaltrek Geological Supplies Inc. 
Freewest Resources Canada Inc. 

Hemlo Operations – Teck 
Cominco/Barrick Gold 

Houston Lake Mining Inc. 
Landore Resources Canada Inc. 

Metalore Resources Ltd. 
Moss Lake Gold Mines Ltd. 

 
HALL: 

Dianor Resources Inc. 
MetalCORP Limited 

North American Palladium Ltd. 
 

AUDIO VISUAL: 
Cook Engineering 

Linear Metals Corporation 
Metals Creek Resources Corp. 

 
SESSIONAL: 

Alto Ventures Ltd. 
Canadian Arrow Mines Ltd. 

East West Resource Corporation 
IMEXCO Contracting (Manufacturing 

the Korex Core Racks) 
Premier Gold Mines Limited 
Sharpstone Geoservices Ltd. 

 
SYMPOSIUM: 

A. Glatz Prospecting 
Bob Fairservice 

Emerald Fields Resource Corp. 
Garden Lake Timber 

Gold Eagle Mines Ltd. 
Historical Prospecting 

Stornoway Diamond Corporation 
Teck Cominco Limited 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         By Jessica Bjorkman 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        By Jessica Bjorkman 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Jessica Bjorkman 



AMETHYST ―  MINE OR QUARRY? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 NWOPA SUPPORTS THE AMETHYST  

PRODUCERS OF NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 



Forest Dwelling Woodland Caribou 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Species at Risk 
 
Species at risk issues are land access issues to prospectors. Ontario’s 
woodland caribou are designated as a Threatened Species under Ontario’s 
Endangered Species Act 2007. In response the MNR has developed a 
Caribou Conservation and Recovery Plan. Under the plan “the recovery of 
woodland caribou will involve the maintenance and provision of large tracts 
of mature conifer-dominated forest and restrictions on some land use with 
the proposed approach to recovery habitat.” 
  
Mining exploration also requires that large tracts of the Boreal Forest be 
accessible for the search of minerals that are so valuable to the economy of 
Ontario. At a caribou recovery consultation session held by the MNR this 
September, the following case was made for prospectors. 
 
Mineral exploration has limited impact on the environment and even if a 
mine is found it will occupy only about 16 ha of land. Rather than 
completely sterilize large tracts of land for caribou recovery, “Best 
Practices Guidelines” for working within these zones should be developed. 
With these guidelines in hand, a prospector or exploration company could 
time-table to work around migration patterns or calving periods. In this way, 
caribou recovery would be nurtured while the exploration economy is 
preserved.  

John Halet, President, NWOPA 



Modernizing Ontario’s Mining Act 
  
Considerable thought about this process has been done by 
NWOPA members and its board of directors, and as a result the 
board has submitted its consultation response to the provincial 
government. Rather than going into all of the details of the 
response, some of the main concepts, questions and concerns will 
be presented here. 

 
Attracting investment capital for mineral exploration in Ontario 
is paramount. Without confidentiality, security of land title and 
certainty of claims acquisition, investment dollars will go 
elsewhere. 
  
A free entry system that leads to security of title on Crown Lands 
for all of Ontario must be maintained.  
  
Securing title on Crown Lands with First Nation interests is 
presently jeopardizing mineral exploration investment. The 
concepts of duty to consult, aboriginal rights, treaty rights, 
traditional lands, revenue sharing and so on are vague and 
confusing to all parties involved in the mineral exploration process. 
A set of rules and regulations that clearly define the outcomes for a 
company and a First Nation, from exploration through to 
development, needs to be established. 
 
Cost of consultation and bureaucratic involvement at the 
earliest stages of exploration need to be timely, inexpensive and 
efficient. 
  
Interim Measures Agreements must have non-negotiable  
predetermined limits. 
 
Values maps that geographically define traditional land 
boundaries must be made available to prospectors. 
  



Most, if not all, exploration companies have environmental 
policies in place to limit surface disruptions to any land on which 
they operate. Areas that have special environmental or cultural 
concerns such as Species at Risk or Traditional Lands should have 
Best Practices Guidelines for Mineral Exploration developed 
for them.  
 
A company would be cognizant of the features of these special 
areas while exploring within them. The company would then be 
required to report its activities on a regular basis to the MNDM 
who would in turn determine if the guidelines were being 
followed. The reports would be freely available to all interested 
parties such and the MNR, DFO, First Nations and so on. If 
guidelines were not being properly followed the MNDM would 
have to power to issue redemption orders to mitigate surface or 
cultural disruptions. 
 
The mining exploration community looks forward to working with 
the government of Ontario as it develops its Far North Boreal 
Forest Plan. Protecting one of the world’s largest intact 
ecosystems while fostering sustainable well planned economic 
development throughout this vast region should be a major concern 
for all of the citizens of Ontario. 
 
The Mineral Development Strategy ideas to solve the Surface 
Rights Mining Rights conflicts is well thought out and 
executable. Adding a working plan that is regulated would provide 
the final component. 
 

 
 
 
 

John Halet, President, NWOPA 



2008 Prospect North Mining Conference 
 
The Northwestern Ontario Associated Chambers of Commerce 
hosted a mining conference on October 23 & 24, 2008 at the 
Travelodge Airlane Hotel, Thunder Bay, Ontario. It was well 
organized and well attended. Featured speakers were The 
Honourable John Milloy (Minister of Training, Colleges and 
Universities) and The Honourable Michael Gravelle (Minister of 
Northern Development & Mines). A severe shortage of trained 
mine workers was addressed by the former, and the importance of 
mining to the economy of the province of Ontario and the urgent 
need for a revised Mining Act by the latter.  
 

 
 
 
There were a number of other upbeat informative talks by 
government and mining company representatives, but the 
pervasive theme of First Nation involvement in mining and mining 
exploration predominated throughout most of the conference.  



Chief Scott Jacob of the Webequie First Nation gave an account of 
the positive working relationships that his community has 
developed with mining exploration companies working in the Ring 
of Fire area. On the other hand, Deputy Grand Chief Terry 
Waboose, NAN, stated quite clearly that the present system of 
notification and consultation is not acceptable to most First Nation 
communities. They want full jurisdiction over their traditional 
lands and resources, and the free entry system is definitely not 
acceptable. 
 
A highlight of the conference was the signing of “The Letter of 
Intent” between Matawa First Nations and the Ministry of 
Northern Development & Mines as quoted in the MNDM News 
Release, October 24, 2008: 

 

The Ontario government and the Matawa First Nations today signed 
a letter of intent to develop a consultation protocol for mineral 
exploration and development on traditional lands. Any agreement 
reached will ultimately provide greater certainty and direction for 
mineral exploration and development in a large area of North-
central Ontario.  It would also be intended to provide First Nations 
with opportunities to more actively participate in mineral resource 
development.   

This important collaboration also supports the province’s current 
efforts to modernize Ontario’s Mining Act. The Ministry of 
Northern Development and Mines began working with the Matawa 
First Nations on this initiative before work began on modernizing 
the Mining Act. Work toward developing a protocol will also 
provide the ministry with additional direction and insight into the 
concerns of the Matawa First Nations and ways those concerns 
might be addressed as the Mining Act is reformed. 

 

 

John Halet, President, NWOPA 
 



Tickets now available for the 
 

2008 
NWOPA CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
Da Vinci Centre, Thunder Bay 

 
Friday, November 28, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Buffet/Dance/Prizes/Cash Bar 

 
Music will be supplied by 

Maverick Entertainment (local DJ) 
“Dancing & Karaoke” 

 
$20/person 

 

For Tickets, please contact: 
Cyndee Komar, Geology Office, 435 James St. S. 

(purchase tickets by cash or cheque only) 



 
 

Ontario Exploration and Geoscience Symposium  
“Highlighting Another Successful Exploration Year” 

December 9 & 10, 2008 
Radisson Hotel, Sudbury, Ontario 

 
Delegate Registration 

Two Days $260.00 before November 21, 2008 
Two Days $290.00 after November 21, 2008 

One Day Only $145.00 
Students Pay Only $85.00 

 
Exhibits 

Poster Display  
$360.00 Poster Price 

$260.00 Prospectors Rate 
Booth Display 

$825.00 
 

Ontario Prospectors Association 
Awards Dinner, Tuesday, December 9th 

$40.00/per person 
 

Registration benefits: 
2009 OPA Membership,  

Coffee breaks & Lunches on Tuesday & Wednesday (December 9th & 10th),  
Technical Presentations and Exhibits 

 
Above prices include applicable taxes 

 
Accommodation & Travel 

The Radisson Hotel, located downtown Sudbury offers convention rates for delegates 
attending the Ontario Exploration & Geoscience Symposium to take advantage of these rates; 
contact the hotel directly 705.675.1123 and Quote “0812EXPLOR”  
 
Travel with Bearskin Airlines and receive a discount.  Book directly with 
Bearskin quoting “OEGS08” (Bearskin information sheet is on our website 
www.ontarioprospectors.com) 
 

Sponsorship 
Accentuate your presence by obtaining beneficial exposure through a sponsorship 
(Sponsorship Opportunities along with other forms are available on our website) 

 
For more information please contact: 

www.ontarioprospectors.com 
1.866.259.3727 (807.622.3284) 
oegs@ontarioprospectors.com 


